
Anemometer Mast Applications 

White Peak Planning was instructed by Regeneco and 
United Utilities to prepare and submit a series of plan-
ning applications for temporary anemometer masts.

The masts were to remain in place for two years and 
record detailed data on the wind conditions at the 
site.  The purpose of the data was to provide informa-
tion on the suitability of each site for a wind turbine, as 
part of United Utilities’ drive to reduce carbon emis-
sions and energy costs.

Although the applications were for temporary masts, 
they were politically sensitive due to the possibility of 
a future wind turbine.

Each application can also require a number of techni-
cal studies, such as ecological surveys and landscape 
and visual impact assessments.

The varied nature of the sites, which included urban, 
industrial and Green Belt locations, led to a variety of 
issues and perceptions for each application.

White Peak Planning provided planning advice, liaised 
with officers from various Local Planning Authorities 
and worked with several technical specialists in the 
preparation and submission of each planning applica-
tion.

Six planning applications were submitted in total, all 
of which were granted planning permission.
 

Case Study

“Although on paper, these applica-
tions should be similar and straight-
forward, local perceptions and the 
concern over subsequent wind 
turbines often makes these highly 
contentious as they are seen as the 
first ‘battle’ by residents and local 
politicians.  The key to success has 
been to work closely with the LPA 
officers to ensure they have all the 
information they need to recom-
mend approval”

Rob White, Director
White Peak Planning Ltd.

For more information about this project please  
contact Rob White at: 

White Peak Planning, Didsbury Business Centre
137 Barlow Moor Road, Manchester, M20 2PW

   Email: Robw@whitepeakplanning.co.uk

   Tel: 0845 034 7323
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